Early Hanoverian Diplomacy
Maria Theresa's greatest minister, Kaunitz, once described England as Austria's natural friend, France as her natural enemy. In 1756, however, Kaunitz was immensely popular in Paris, and the chief promoter of the diplomatic instrument, by way of answer to the Westminster League, forthcoming from Versailles. The Treaty of Versailles, concluded in the May of 1756, was the product of the secret forces now directing French diplomacy. The conscience of Louis XV. was in the keeping of the Abbe Bernis ; Madame de Pompadour was the royal mistress. The churchman and the concubine, combining their different kinds of ascendancy to a common end, secured the king's consent to terms between the two countries by which Austria for the present was to remain inactive, and France not to involve other Powers in war, and above all things not to invade the Netherlands.
Of the two French signatories of the Treaty of Versailles, Rouille was the Foreign Minister ; his colleague's full name was Francois Joacim de Pierres Bernis. The latter, the idol of fashionable Europe, had made a brilliant beginning at the Venice Embassy in 1740, and, though more than once officially disgraced, remained till his death, in 1794, the most popular of ambassadors in Europe, and not the least successful of diplomatists. Keith, now British ambassador at Vienna, obtained an early interview with Maria Theresa. Why, he reproachfully asked, had she deserted England ? Why, was the further enquiry that met this question, had the ministers of George II. forced on her the surrender of Glatz and Silesia? It now remained for English diplomacy to secure its ends by the use of English gold. Heavy bribes from Whitehall to the
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